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Brief: ‘Ropewalkers’ Contemporary Art commissions

Embedding contemporary art practice at the heart of Dawe’s Twineworks

OSR Projects has secured Arts Council England funding to commission three artists to make new work inspired by 
Dawe’s Twineworks museum and social history project in West Coker, Somerset, UK. 

Dawe’s Twineworks

For 500 years the making of canvas and twine was the most important industry in South Somerset with Coker Canvas as 
the sailcloth of choice for the Navy and Pirates alike. The underlying geology of the area, the Jurassic soils and the gentle 
hills and streams were perfect for growing hemp and flax, the raw materials for the twine industry.

Dawe’s Twineworks is a near complete example of a late C19 twineworks, with surviving in-situ machinery and fittings 
which represent all the stages of manufacture and finishing of twine. It is thought to be the only rural twineworks 
remaining in England with all its machinery.

After 9 years of work the volunteers that run The Coker Rope and Sail Trust have been successful in receiving over £500k 
in funding from English Heritage, The Architectural Heritage Fund, South Somerset District Council and Somerset County 
Council to regenerate the Twineworks into an exhibition centre, consisting of a museum, engine house and dedicated 
educational space.

www.westcoker.net/home-page/ropewalk

 
OSR Projects 

Artist-led projects that place people at the centre of artistic activity.

Public involvement, conversation and the sharing of ideas are part of the natural vocabulary of OSR Projects. The work 
they do from the OSR Project Space in West Coker and further afield, crossing cultures, is a conversation starter; it 
engages people through its processes of thinking and making, as well as seeking out new and unexpected ways to  
have impact.

Since 2011 OSR Projects have involved over 80 artists, writers, curators and cultural producers, delivering a programme of 
artist-led exhibitions and events that have provided a platform for contemporary visual art in rural Somerset and beyond. 
Previous projects have included exhibitions and events by practitioners at all stages of their careers; from emerging artists 
and collectives to established internationally exhibiting artists and curators.

With a mission to ‘connect people through contemporary art’ they have become instrumental in delivering diverse and 
challenging art-led projects that place people at the centre of artistic activity through different forms of participation.

www.osrprojects.net

OSR Project Space
The Old School Room, Church Street,  
West Coker, Somerset, UK. BA22 9BD 
+44 (0)1935 862201  

simon@simonleedicker.co.uk 
osrprojects.net
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Ropewalkers will be curated by artist and Co-founder of OSR Projects Simon Lee Dicker. Simon was artist in residence at 
Dawe’s Twineworks from April to October 2015 (commissioned by Somerset Art Works)

Project Brief

This is an exciting opportunity for three artists to explore issues of identity and place through the rich and tangential 
history of Dawe’s Twineworks. The commissioning opportunities vary in value, to allow for flexibility in the range of 
materials, methodologies and approaches possible. 

Work produced as a result of the commissions will be hosted by Dawe’s Twineworks and the OSR Project Space during 
autumn 2016. 

Artist’s outline brief:

To create new and original artwork inspired by, but not restricted to, the social, industrial and maritime heritage of Dawe’s 
Twineworks and its broader cultural significance. We welcome submissions across a diverse range of creative practice 
from writing, drawing and installation through film and moving image to socially engaged, site specific and research 
based practice. 

Public involvement, conversation and the sharing of ideas are part of the natural vocabulary of OSR Projects and we 
would be interested learn how applicants intend to connect with audiences, participants and volunteers with in the 
expression of interest.

To find out more about Dawe’s Twineworks you can sign up to take a tour at 2pm on Saturday 12 December (email 
simon@simonleedicker.co.uk) or take a guided tour of the Twineworks with the chair of the coker rope and sail trust as 
part of the Invisible Landscapes seminar on Friday 4 December (booking essential).  
http://osrprojects.net/archive-projects/invisible-landscapes

Selection Criteria

 Artists will be selected on the following:

• Clarity of ideas within the expression of interest 
• Vision and scope of previous work 
• Approach to working with participants if appropriate to the proposed idea 
• Level of ambition in relation to time and budget is realistic

The selection panel will be led by OSR Projects alongside a representative from Dawe’s Twineworks and South Somerset 
District Council.

Project Timeline

Deadline for Expressions of interest  5 January 2016 (12 noon) 

Notification of artists shortlisted for interviews    9 January

Interviews       14/15 January   

Exhibition date (TBC)      Autumn 2016

Artist Fees:

The 3 artist commissions available are at fixed sums, to include fees travel, materials, expenses and all other costs. 

BAND VALUE

A 1 artist @ £4000 
B 1 artist @ £2500 
C 1 artist @ £1500

Additional Information

Each commission will provide a short residency period in West Coker of between 3-7 days depending on the nature of the 
project and the band/value of the commission. This will include accommodation and access to staff and volunteers at 
OSR Projects and Dawe’s Twineworks.
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HOW TO APPLY (artist commissions)

•  The expression of interest should include information about your creative practice, approach to this commission and 
interest in Dawe’s Twineworks. Provided in digital format. (Up to 500 words)

• CV - no longer than 2 sides of A4

• Which fee band/s you are applying for, indicating breakdown of fees, material and travel

• Supporting Materials:

Supporting materials should be provided as a digital file; a maximum of 5 images or a single CD-ROM/DVD of material, 
and in one of the following formats:

Images: tiff, eps, bmp, jpg, gif 
Video: mov, avi, mp4 (no longer than 3 mins) 
Sound: mp3, wav, aiff 
Other: html, txt, pdf, doc, docx

Please send submissions with the header Ropewalkers Commission via email to simon@simonleedicker.co.uk  
Please ensure files do not exceed 5MB in total

Deadline for Applications

Applications must be received by 5 January 2016 (12 noon). 
Unfortunately we are unable to accept late or incomplete applications.
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